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Fish, Wildlif'e & Parl<s Cornnrissioners:
Stan Me)'er. 3411 l4tlt Ave S., Great l?alls, MT 59605
David W. Sinrpson, 844 W. Filth Street, Hardirr, MT 59034
Dallyne Daschcr, t-tc 65, Box 25, Iror.t Pecl<, MT 59223
Challes R. Decker, 176 Ilammer Rd, Libby, MT 59923
Dale R. Tash. 108 Tobacco Roor Rd, Dillon, MT 59725

Milcs City, MT 59301
January 30, 1996

Montana Fislr. Wildlife & Parks

Directcr's Office
Fishclics Divisioir
Regiorral Supcrvisors

Palks Divisicn
Wildlife Divisiorr
Lands Section

I-egal Unit
Envilo.urenral Quality Cour:cil, Capitol Bldg, I{elena, MT 59620-1704
Dcpt. of Ertvironrnental Quality, Metcalf Bldg, P.O. Box 200901, IJclena, l\,lT 59620-0901
Montana State Librar1,, l5li East Sixth Ave, Helena, MT 59620-lg00
Mt. Ilistorical Socictl', State Ilistoric Preservation Otfice,225 N. Robcrts, I-lclcna, NIT 59620-1201
custer Courrrv cournrissioncrs, Custcr co. courthouse, Milcs city, MT 59j01

Adjaccrrt Larrdorvrrcrs:
.lohrr l-lanriltorr,'l-onguc I(iver Stagc, Miles City, MT 59301
Bob Pauler,. l-ongue River Stage, Miles City, MT 59301
Aaron Essex. Tongue River Stage, Miles City, MT 59301
iVlarv Clrezurn, Moon Creek Road. Miles City, MT 59301
Chlrlcs Bunrgardner. N4oorr Creek Road, Miles City, MT 59301
Ervin Waldie, Tongr.re River Stage, Miles City, MT 5930t
Pat Lanclers. Tongue River Stage. Miles City, MT 59301
Dr. Tonr Pezzarossi,2505 Storvcr.. Miles City, MT 59301
Robert Shy'. 3 l9 Lakc Ave, Miles Ciry, MT 59301

Ladies and Centlemen:

Yotr rccerttll'reccivecl docuntents relating to tlre Montana Irislr, Wildlife and Parl<s (FWP) proposal to purchase a
collser\/ation easetllcttt on 8,90E.77 acres of land ou,ued b1, Lcs ancl Donua I-lilsch along the 1-ongue Rivcr, 30 miles
southoftVlilesCitl'. Thisplo.iectispartofFWP'snritigationandenliancenrcurresponsibilitiesforrvildlileiurdtheir
habitats resulting fronr the Totrgue River Dam project.

l-lte dtali docurttcnts you rcceived \\,ere not charrged alier a llublic revierv ltcriod. Pleasc cousider'\/oLlr previous
copies as the final docurnents.

Several collll'llellts rvere received regarding the Ilirsch Ranch easenrent proltosal. These comnrents al'e suutnrarized
in the ertclosed Decision Notice. Tlte comnrents indicate strong public support for the purchase ol'this easelnel'rt.
It is rtti, reconttnendation to purchase a conservatiou eascnrent on the Les and Donna [-lirsch propcrt),, subject to
approval b), ihe FWP Corrturission.
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Tlre IrWP Contntissiort rvill be asked to approve the purchase of tlris easement at their meeting on February 7, 1997.

-llaltli 
1's11 nruch Ibr your intcrcst and involventent.

り ,一
Don l{yyppa
l(egional Supervisor

Elrc losure

Other Interested Grouns and Individuals
Steve Antonioli, Skyline Sportsnten, p.O. Box 173, Butte, MT 59703
lra tlolt, 548 Cielo Vista, l-larnilron, MT 59840
NatLrrc Conservancl,, 32 SoLrth Erviug, Ilclcna, MT 5960 l-5702
Dave l!1a.jors, Moniana Wildlile Federation,32lgg Wood Duci< Lanc, Stcvensviiie, i\4-i 59ii70
'l'ony Jcrvett. Monrana wildlif'e Federation, p.o. Box I [75, Helcna,M'f 59624
Jolrrr Gatchell, Montana Wilderness Assn, p.O. Box 595, Helena, MT 59624
Rich Day, National wildlife Federarion, 240 North Higgins, Missoula, MT 59g02
Jarret Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, p.O. Box 595, Llelena, MT 59624
Jirn Richard, Motrtaua Wildlife Federation, P.O. Box 508, White Sulphur Spr-ings, l\4T 59645
Alan Rollo. ivlontarla Wildlif'e Federation,80S 52nd Strect South, Gr.eat Falls, MT 59405
l)ricl<lc'Pcar Spolrsrnen's Assn. 172 I virginia Dale Strect, IJelena, MT 59601
Jolrrr Wilsorr, N4ourana Land Rcliance, p.O. Box 355, I-lelena, MT 59624
Clerrn i\4arx, Covernor's Oftlce , Capitol Station, I-le lcna, MT 59620
.lirn I)ctcrson. \4ontunit Stocl<gr.orvcr':.i Assp, [r.O. Bo.r 1679, I-lelcrra, MT -59604
I)ann1' t\4lrar:, l'orltlelviilc, ivll' 59345
Clvde l-eischner. 1709 N. Strevell. i\4iles City, MT 59301
.loirn l(illen.250(r Blisbirr. ,\4ilcs City. M'l'59301
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DECISION NOTICE

I]IRSCH RANCI{
CONSERVATION EASEMENT ACQUISITION

Prepared b1, Rcgion 7, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Jirnuary 23, L997

PIIOI'OSAL
Motrtaua lrish, Wildliic and Parks (FWP) proposes to purchase a conscrvation easernert ol1
8,908.77 acres of land owned by Les and Donna I-Iirsch. The propert), is iocated 30 miles soutll
of Miles Citl' along the Tongue River. The property has 5 miles of Tongue River fi'ontage. All
acreage is located in Custer Countl, and accessed by Higirway 332.

-[hrcc o{'six state rvicle habitats identihcd in ilabitat Montana; riparian, shrr.rb grasslapcl alcl plails
lbrcst collstitllte the property. From a statewide ancl eco-region pelspective, riparial apd sluub
grassiarld habitats are tu'o that are seriously theatened and/or highly productive apd i1 peed of
euhatlcetttetlt zrtrcl protection. Easerneirt terms would require FWP participation i1 cievelopmept
ol the propel'ties to euhatrce and conselrre these habitats fol u,ilcl ancl domestic animals.

The easetnetrt u'ill lequire in perpetuity provisions to: protect ripariarr areas rvhilc procl-rcilg crops
to berretlt r,vilclliie aud iivestock, no more than 50% of the existing irligated fieicls may be plaltecl
to cl'olls other than rvheat. barley, oats, corn or aifirlfa; prohibit adclitional sod-br.rsting; and
miiitrtititl tllc cxisting l.l-tanagentent sy51g1r ibr public hunting. Aclclitiopallv, the lapdorvpcrs ancl
Fish. \\rilcllitt ancl Parlis rvill develop rest-r'otation grazirlg s\/stems thar will accouunoclate
vearlong grazing by livestock.

The llroposed actiort r,r'ill mcet a portioll o1'FWP's mitigation ancl enhancclneut responsibilities
lbr uildlit'c ancl tireir ltabitats resulting fi'oru the 1'ongue River Dam project.

\{ONTAN.\ IiN\i IRONiVlliNTr\L POLICY ACT I,II,OCESS
F\VP is reqr-rired to assess impacts to the human and physical envirorurent under the N4ontana
Ettvirotrtlcntal Policl, Act (MEPA). The I{irsch Ranch Etrsement Proposal ancl its effects urere
clocumented b1' FWP in an Environmentai Assessment.

A 30 clai' pLrblic colnrllent peliod ran from Deccmber 20, 1996 throrlgh January 20, 1997 . Public
uotices of the llroposed action rvele placed in area rlewspapers (Miles City, Biliings and Heiena)
atrd r pLrblic lieirring was heicl at the public meeting room of the Montana FWP's headquarters
irr N4ilcs Citv otr.latluan, 14, 1997. Approximately 100 copies oI the E,nvironmental Assessurent
u'ere ciistribLrtecl to adjacetrt landowners, sportstrell groLtps, Countl, Contmissioners, merltbers of
the Cout-rcil ol'the Northern Chel,enne Tribe, members of the Tor-rgr.re River enhancemeltt teallt
and otirer iuterested parties. In addition, l'epresentatives of FWP met r.vith the Custer County
Comntissiou and the Tongue River Enirancement Tcam to explain the proposal and arls\ /er

qllestiolls. Acliacent landowners were also contacted and given a copy of the documents (EA,
Manitgement Plan ancl Socio-Economic Assessnlent). 'fhe Flirsch Ranch projcct r,vas also selected



as a project to act Llpon by the Project Managers for tire Tongue River Darn Project. The Proiect
Mantrgers are the Vice-President of the Northern Cheyenne Tlibe, the Director of the Department
of Nattrral Resources and Conservation, and thc Montana Area Manager of the Bureau of
Rcclilrnation.

ISSUES RAISED IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSⅣ IENT fEA)
The EA lists thc issucs in dctail. The prinlary issuc is tO:protect scriotisly threatelled llabitats,

particularly thc riparian and sagcbrush grassiand habitats;and to lllcct thc conscrvatioll lllandates

of tlle 
・̀Setticlllent Act of 1992" 、vllich dircctcd tllc Sccrctary of lnterior to cnter into a

cooperative asrcenlent、 vith the State of市 lollぃ na liDr the plannil13,el〕 virolllllc1ltal Conlpliancc,

and desisn and c01lstl・ uct,on ofthc TOnguc Rivcr D〔 lnl Praect.

Othcr isstles addrcssed by tlle prttcct will be:tlle illlprOvelllcnt of cOnditiOns hr wildlife

prodヒ lcti01l by dcvc10pillg and linliting thc anloLint Of land farnled and illlplelllcnting rcst-lotation

grazing:1(cepil13 ill lDel・ petuity lallds fOr agrictlltural pul・ poscsi gtlal・ antecing in pcrpetLlity annual
htintins Opl,Orttlnitics:prOvidillg acccss tO flve llliles Ol'tllc l｀ 01lsuc River fOr pttrposcs Of hunting;
and protection and enhallcclllCnt of an cxisting、 vetlalld. Tllc casenlcllt、 vili not causc a rcduction
in tax l・ eventics tO Ctlster County and under the tel・ Ins of thc cascnlent the County lllay scc an
illCl・CaSC lll tax rcvenucs duc tO an increase ill cattic ilulllbcrs associated、

vith thc illlplclllcntation
of rest― rotatioll grazillg.

SIIMヽlARY OF PU131」 IC coMMENTS
Vヽc l・ eceivcd a tota1 0f 9 cOlllnlellts as fol10、 vs:

't' Cave testitltotrials, 2 r.vritten and 3 oral (olal conulents r,r,ere receiyecl ut the pr,rblic
rleetirru).

B. Tr'i'o rvritten requests ibr a copy of the environmental assessrnent.
C. A r'vritten reqttest to discuss the possibility o1'a conservation easement on other

lands.

D' A letter of record to confit'm tlte Ton-gue Rii'er Railroad Company's authorization to
collstmct a rail line betrveen Miles City and Decker. Montana.

Corn rncnts
OI'tlre 5 testittrorrials receivccl, 4 wcre in lavor ancl 1 opposccl. The oppositigp rvas in the fb,,
of lll atrotl\/lllotls letter'. The writer simply does not like easerlents ancl is colcelrecl about:

private

l. Tire price paid lbr easernents.
2. Tax consequences - "all landowllers .

its abiiity to produce income through
3. Ranchers and sportsmen have not had

r,vill have to pay higher tax on the land because of
r easetllents".
ample tirne to react to this whole easerrent concept

of yours."
1. Bclieves easement pits neighbors against one anotirer'.

Four cotrrmetlts received in favor of the easenletlt supportecl it for the followin_q r.easo.s:

1. Sau, r'ro negativc inrpacts.
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2.

J.

4.

5.

6.

r\lthough qucsr.ions aboLrt sltocilics of the
more of an "inlbrmational rneeting,, about
[-lirsch easentent.

Ilirsch cusenlellt rverc asliccl the ureer.ing r"umed into
corlservation easelllents than atrout the specifics of tire

Provides needed access for hunting opportuuity now and in future.
Likes idea of preserving habitat for future enjoyment by sportsmen.
Liked idea of landowner taking lead in conservation practices.
Recognizes the significance of rivers and river habitats in southeast Montana for wildlife
and livestock atrd urAuts them conservecl.
Doesl.t't r,vaut to see the land dividecl into snrall parcels palticularly along the river as is
the case in other parts of Montana.
Lil<es iclea of rest-rotation grazing to benefit wildlife anci livestock.
Likcs tllc idea o1'tttaitrtaining room arici this conservation program is about room and the
roont is laud.
Lil<es thc benefits proviclecl for the public cven
landor.vners lviil foliow

though there are limits, hopes other

Public lVleetine
A ptrblic rneeting vYas held in the conrmunity roonr of the F\\/p's bLrilding in Miles City on
'latrttarl' 14, 1997 - over '{0 people attended, both lanclo\,vners aud spor.tslrell were represelted.
Peollle citure ll'otll Ashland, Powclerville, I(nowlton and Terr1,, as weil as t5e Miles City-To.gue
River \/alle)' at'ea. Federal arttl state officials came li'om Billings and l{elena because the project
is Lttlcler the attthoritl' of the Tongue River Basin Ploject to repair the Tongr-re River Dan. satisfyNorthern chq,enne \^/arcl' rights ancl enhance wildlii'e habitat.

Ｏ

ｏｌ

the people that si-qned tlie sign-up sireet ancl took the opporturlity to register. as ar1 o,ponellr
proponellt all signed as proponents.

.{clclitional Conr rnents
-[his 

lrroposal ri,as ltresentecl by FWp to the Cr,rster Countl, Comruission. There was sulrirort fbr.
thc pro.jcct.

DI'CISION
Utilizing thc llA arlcl prrblic cottl.nent, a ciecision urust be renderccl by FWp which acldresscs the
coucenls ancl issucs identified fbr this pr.oposed easenlent.

Givetr Con-uressiotlai meurdate to enirance wildlife habitat in the fougue River Basi,, resr.rlts of
FWP's artall'sis aucl stroug public sllpport, good .iudgelnent requires conserving the Hirsch
propert)'witir a conservatioll easenlellt. This property contains three of the six statewide irabitats
iclentilled in l-labitat Motttatia as iu need of protcctioriand enhanccment. Two o1'the rlost critical
statett'ide habitats needing atteutiou, the ripalian and sagebrush-glasslancl, occur on the propert),.
The llroperty nlto has a large r.vetland in the riparian river habitat worthy of proteition onA
enhaucenteut. The property also strpports a mix of game ancl non-ganie wilcilife species, several
of rvhich are abundant. All of these valuable resources r11a)/ be thr.eatened by land use changes
rvhich are preselltly occr-rrring throughout Montana. A corlsen,ation easement on the I{irsch
Ill'opert\/ lvoLtlcl I11aitltaiu in perpetuitv irnportant wildlif'e habitat ald t5e pqblic's use alcl



en,oyrllent of wildlife and the property.

After review of this proposal and the corresponding public support, it is
purchase a collsel'vation easement ol1 the I-lirsch property, sr.rbject to
Corttnrission.

rny fecomn'lendation to
approval by the FWP

Regional Sr,rpervisor
Nuliles City, MT
Jantrary 25, 1997

Don Llyyppa


